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And what was once a Sience, now's a 1r 
Her Sons ne're riffle her My ſterious Store; 
But ſtudy Nature leis, and Zucre more. Garth. 


When Juglers play their Tr icks, the Mob can ſay, 
'Tis Slight of Hand, but fill they gaze and pay : 
Nature tells beſt wha her annoys, and where 

The Cauſe of Ill is known, the Cure i is near. 
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gc ee WUD d Need 
D 
To the Inhabitants of 
London and I eftminſter. 
T is ordinary with 
2 ( Writers for to ſet a 
Perſon of Diſtinction's 
Name at the Begin- 
ning of their Performances, either 
to tell the World the Value of 
their Benefactors, or to recom- 
mend to it, under a Patron's 
Protection, the Vitgin Eflay. 
That I might not break Rule, I 
have, in ſome ſort, ſubmitted to 
Cuſtom, though the Novelty of 
the Thing ittelf, without ſuch 4 
Method, had been ſufficient to 
introduce it to the Reception of 4 
Curious Age. 1 could find none 
ſo proper to patroni ce this Piece, 
asthey, for cohoſe Service it was 
wrote ; that great Lowe, which 1 
A 2 owe 


The Dedication. 
owe my Fellow-Subjects in par. 
ticular, and Mankind in general, 
d= allot me to conccal 4 
Thing, the ſeaſonable imparting 
of which, may be of common Be- 
nefit to the greateſt Bogy of Peo- 
ple in Europe. 

When we firſt had News of 
Toulon's being invade! by the 
Plague, theſe Speculations occur d; 
but hoping that it would hide ſtopt 
there, the publiſhing of them was 
ſuſpended; which, with ſome De- 
lay of the Preſs, has kept them pri- 
vate till now, when there {eems to 
be a freſh Call for them. i he Pa- 
pers bring Account of the Diſten:- 
pers reviving in France th an 
uncommon Haig our, aud ipreacting 


* 


with a ſur pricing Progress; the 
eonderful Vici ſſilucles of Weather 
we have had in our Clinic, that 


the 
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the Varteties of the Four S, cafons, 
( comparatively ſpeaking ) were 
zpriz din the Four firſt Months 
of this Tear : I ſay, theſe Conſide- 
rations put together threaten Sick- 
neſs, and bid us look about us ; 
Health gives a Reliſh to all Blefſ- 
ſings, and I had almoſt ſaid, it 
i; the only temporal one 'you juſtly 
can be ſaid to enjo) at this Day, 
(the Preſs being not forbid to tell 
wherem the Health of the Body 
natural con ſiſts) and upon it your 
Happineſs and Rije depends, and 
cllaterally, the Felicity of all Eu- 
roPC. 
Running over Part of what 
has been [14 lately on the Subject 
pf the Plague, I was ſorry to find 
ſome, whom you deleruve better 
rom, handle ſo ſerious a Thing, 
with little Regard to Publick, and 
great 


The Dedication. 
great to Private Ends. Ingr, 
dients muſt be got off (let who will 
chance to buy) the Quality not ; 
dapted to the Conſtitution, ng 
Quantity 7o the Age of the Pa] 
tient. In plain, many Opinion 
extant on this Head, are crap 
ped up in Terms of Art, peculi 
har only to Science; and thi 
Lines in them intelligible diſcovurlf 
that the filling of Sheets wa 
chiefly aimed at, and not the Safe 
ty of the People. | 

It is truly praiſe-worthy to bt 
concern 4 for the Publick Good 
aud ſuch who ingeniouſ]y are [| 
ought to behave themſelves afteſ- 
a plain Manner in its Service 
which would anticipate all Su 
picion. Some there are, wi 
Fancy, (I know not by what In 


fatuation) that good Senje cannot 
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he, here their Method does not 
Ivance it. As a certain Ac- 
uaintance of mine in the City, 
emed to have a pretty good 
nderſtanding in Algebra, yet 
weakned jo far by his Know- 
ge, as to reckon, Virgil, Ho- 
ace, and other ſpeaking Natures, 
great Prejudice to Mankind, 
nd thinks there 1s no Inſtru- 
ion uſeful in Lite, where Al- 
ebra 7s not the Ground Work. 
Fondneſs of this Kind betrays 
Narrowneſs of Thought, and 
rews the Man, who uſes it, to 
ave but 4 ver) ſlender eAc- 
laintance tith Nature, for the 
freams of Knowledge flow in 
parate Channels, without con- 
unding each other ; and he who 
htly obſerves the Source where 
very Kind ſprings, may, with 
Eaſe, 
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Eaſe, know their various (Cour 
ſes though he is perhaps car 
ried down but by one or two 4 
them with Pleaſure, time not al 
lowing him to experience ever 
Branching Current. Naturf 
wears the ſame Face now th; 
ſhe did a Thouſand Tears #00 

\ Cauſes and Effects are as the 
and Mens Faculties as el 
Our Times may reaſonatly be {1 141 
poſed the moſt Learned, becas 
of owr larger Experiences. Pa; 
Ages ſerve us. We obſerve . 

Ancients as far as they go alu 

with Nature, but no further 

there are Errors of long gte 
ding; eAbſurdities are fou 

dreſſed up in Greek, as well {1 

in Engliſh; but the Idea of Tru 
is flill the ſame : What Leal, 

ning has not this Age 1mprov 0 


Vt, 
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What eminent Men has not our 


Kingdoms (of late) produc d? 


dern Harvey, for our Knowledge 
of the Powers actuating the little 
World; and to a contemporar» 
Newton, for our better under- 
ſtanding thoſe of the Greater, we 
muſt own ourſelves indebted, as 
muſt all the learned World. J 
need not inſtance others, he who 
noto . keeps us all awake, ſhews, 
that 4 more than Greek or Ro- 
Iman Eloquence is reſtor d. The 
Royal Lantern of Britain, can— 
„not be obſcur'd to Britons. 


1 
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l A That Liebt which brings to View the horrid Scene, 
When roſe the Ills of which we all complain. 

Trat Zight, by which we're taught the ſafeſt Way. 
To ſteer our Courſe in this foo dans rous Sea. 


The Reflections which are here 
a pre- 


e are beholden, (independent of 
all preceeding 9 ern, to 4 mo- 
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preſented to you are entirely in 
their own Dreſs, genuine, and 
without Ceremony. I have gi 
ven the whole a familiar Phraſe, 
avoiding all Ornament and Ele- 
cance of Stile, which might de- 
lude the Reader from the Matter 
in Hand, I deſire it ſhould 
meet with Candidneſs; but from 
Perſons who are unconfin'd in their 
Sentiments, who conſult their Un- 
derſtanding, regardleſs of noiſy 
Aſſent; Perſons who have no 
Need of being courted to a Peruſal 

by Sounds. 
Things countenanc d from Cu- 
ſtom and Uſe, and not for the 
Virrue in them, or Good they db. 
are generally found to be the moſ! 
cloging Miſchicfs, a ſecond Na- 
ture, hard to be ſhaken off. Thus 
Enemies, by often eAccejs, meet 
Il. with 
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with a Treatment due only to 


Friends, and Things, moſt pre- 


judicial to our Welfare, are tole- 
rated and eſtabliſhed, becauſe 
Men are not ſo bravely bold, as to 
ſtand up againſt Cuſtom, or look 
into the real Conſtitution of that 
which they find in Being when 
they come into Power, or to Years 
| capable of making a Judgment. 
Iwould perſwade you in time, to 
endeavour the removing out of the 


continued, may, one time or other, 
1% of immenſe Diſſerwice to you. 

Every e Manis willing to take 4 
- | Mouthful of freſh Air when he 
can, but the Inhabitants of great 
„Towns are, for the moſt part, 
Lonfin d; therefore, what is beſs 
% be done under ſuch a Neceſſity, 
„babe made it my Buſineſs to 
of a 2 enquire 3 


th 


| Way thoſe Obſtacles, which, if 
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4 enquire ; your Obſervance till 
E | ſufficiently recompence my Endea- 
| wours, and . anſwer the Height 
F of my Ambition, and will, (I 
. don't queſtion) be inftrumental 
to the Ft Duration of them two 

|} Bleflings, which London and 
Al Weſtminſter are ſaid to have 
= united, above all other great Ci- 
ties, I mean thoſe ine/t1mable 
ones, Health and Liberty, both 
F which may you always en- 
. | 
Reaſon being not confin d to 
particular Societies or Corpora- 
tions, I who am Independent, 
uſe it by the great Rule of Na- 
ture, with proper Reſtraint ; and 
T hope that the Gentlemen, who 
find themſelves Liſted on the con- 
trary Side, will do their Judg- 
iz ments ſo much Juitice, as to come 
into 
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% my Opinion, which they 
mot well avoid doing, if 
hen they handle this Subject, 
hey do not loſe Sight of Na- 
ure. 
If there happens to be an Ob- 
ction ſtarted to the Title, N E w 
DiscoveRy, it is anſwered 
3 this, That however the Plague 
as been heretofore deſcribed, 
© the Suppoſitions of its being 
n Inſect, were always preſump- 
ve, none having attempted, 
tore now, to make it appear 
. Þ be ſuch by ſelf evident De- 
onſtration. The Foreign Pla- 
s which I require your Con ſide- 
tion of when I come upon the 
ue Cauſe 7 the Plaguc's raging, 
- | have had the Curioſity to ſee : 
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r Condition conſtrain d me to 
% Earneſineſs of Expreſſion, in 


blaming 
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blaming their Manners, hic 
otherwiſe, I ſhould not have don 
it being inconſiſtent with gulf 
Behaviour to repeat People 
Faults, when neither the mendinl 
of them, or Advantage of 1 
Hearer, can be propos d. | 
found it could be of liti 
Uſe io the Publick, to mcreaſh 
Paragraphs, by making up Rd 
ceipts againſt the Plague, which 
by the Variation of Simple 
might be done ad infinitum 
And indeed, other Papers ar 
fo full of them, it would N 
difficult to find any thing ne 
But in Caſe there was Occaſion 


1 think, of all the Collection 


jet forth, none ought ſooner tf 


be had Recourſe to, than tho 
F the Second Part of that Trea 
bo till 
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"Fc, given Gratis; that Paper 
wing the whole Scene of Ser- 
eie during that Sicknels, and 
nremedies ſuited to all Ranks 
nd Conditions, ver) eaſy to 
me at, and ſafe to uſe. 
The Reader, it 1s hoped, till 
ruſe the Want of the Writer's 
Nome, which he avoids ſub- 
Mribing, to the Intent, that the 
cYoncealment of the Perſor's 
1 Pharacter may turn the Eye 
re cloſely upon the ſolid Worth 
the Thing, by which it ought 
ulh and or fall; for we ſee e- 
ery Day, that the Nature 
an Argument is differently 
mſtrued, being approved or con- 
mn d, as it [e quares with the 
ation, or popular Reputa— 
on of the Maintainer ; and 
A7 


+ HC £JEUICALION. 
not with Reſpect to that Stan. 
dard of Truth, by which All | 
Things ought to be try d. 


Farewel. 


Aug. 31. 1721. 
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New Diſcovery 


Of the Narvure of the 


HEN a Thing is of fo 
high a Nature as to con- 
cern every Body, and that 
in the firſt Degree, the 
Judgment form'd on it 
ought to be without Pre- 
judice; becauſe the greateſt Good, or 
| the greateſt Hurt depends upon the Con- 
ſequence. Therefore tis expedient, that 
Men who freely give their Opinions, and. 
would give only theirs, {ſhould lay " ide 
that 


PLAGUE, &c 


2 New Diſcovery s. 
that Deference juſtly made in Matters of 
an inferior Import to Character and Pro- 
feſſion, at leaſt, till ſuch time, as they who 
pretend to be the propereſt Judges, agree 
among themſelves in an abſtruſe Affair, 
the ſolving of Which is not a little difh- 
cult. Too great Sagacity cannot be usd 
in Information, nor Caution in Inſtructi- 
on; for when the Crowd has once {wal- 
low'd the Belief of any thing, all Reaſon 
is born down; no Argument will be 
liſtened to: it is ſo, ſuch a one has ſaid it, 
is all the Satisfaction you can meet with: 
But when a Subject is in Controverly, 
there is room to put in a Word; and the 
only way to reconcile a Diſpute, and 
come at the Truth, is to ſearch into 
Matter of Fact. 

Almighty Wiſdom has given us leave 
to trace Second Cauſes up to what may 
be called their proper Origins or Foun- 
tains, whence they derive their various 
Powers, that ſo the Nature of many Evils 
being once known, and Strength di- 
coverd, Methods may be taken to the 
intire Extirpation of them. Gf all the 
Diſeaſes to which the human Nature ! 


expos d, that of the PIA GUF is, by the 


common Conſent of theſe Parts of the 
World, voted the greateſt, tie moſt per 
niciou 


the Nature of the Plau. 3 
nicious Enemy. The very Name of Plague 


naturally fills Mens Minds with Ideas of 


the blackeſt Apprehenſions, ariſing from 
4 Conſciouſneſs of that Havock and De- 
ſtruction, which it always brings along 
with it, wherever it comes. Therefore 
how to avoid or overcome its Force 
muſt be a Knowledge very agreeable and 
welcome to all, and which is beſt attained 
by inſpecting into its Nature or Being, 
and examining into the Means of its 
living or ſubliſting. 

The Title-page gives each Reader 3 
Right of claiming in theſe Sheets a very 
important Subject handled with ſtrict Re- 
gard to his Benefit and Improvement, in 
order to anſwer ſuch an End, and cut a 
ſhort Way to Truth. I ſhall not embar- 
raſs the Mind, nor divert it from the ſe- 
rious Attention it ought to have (eſpeci- 
ally) to Matter of Fact, by enumerating 
the ſeveral Diſeaſes, conſulting Climes 
and Air, ſumming up the Numbers of 
thoſe who ſuffered by the Peſt ; when 
and where it raged, its Symptoms, and 
what Philtres and Doſes may be prepar'd 
to defy it, with a hundred ſuch other tedi- 
ous and amuſing Tales, entirely foreign 
to the Buſineſs in hand, ſeeing I don't 
propoſe here to be of the received Opt- 
| B 2 nion, 


a Nero Diſcovery of 
nion, or to diſpute, or ſpend Time in 
trifling with thoſe, who give the Diſtem- 
per a Being, wherever their Fancy builds. 
For when the Cauſe is aſſign' d by ſome 
of them, the very Arguments deſigned 
for the confirming of the Aſſertion com- 
monly deſtroy the firſt Hypotheſis, plain 
Contradictions appearing almoſt in every 
Paragraph. My Deſign in the Sequel is 
to ſhew, that there can be no Account 
made, whence the Plague firſt comes, or 
where it has its Origin or Riſe, but that 
it is wholly owing to the immediate Act 
of (no human Capacity capable of giving 
a tolerable Reaſon to the contrary) the 
Cauſe of all Cauſes, nothing in Nature 
efficiently producing it. And if in the Series 
of the Diſcourſe any thing be met with, 
which overturns the Labours of others 
on this Head, it 1s only that it happen'd 
ſo to fall out: For when we know, what a 
thing certainly is, tis unavoidable but we 
muſt gather what it is not. 

The Conſideration that all, in what 
Condition or State ſoever, are ſuddenly 
leized with the Plague, and that often 
its deepeſt Effects are as ſudden, will 
eaſily lead us to its Nature, which is a 
ſubtle, active poiſonous Body or In- 
ſect, very minute, levelled at the De 

E: 7-2 f 


Nature of the PLAG E. 5 
the human Nature, and living on and 
fiſting by the virulent Matter in the 
dy, or in the Steams or Effluvias 
wing or flown from the Body, the Air 
ing no more to it, than it is to Birds 
Eggs, which too great Cold would 
we, and an unnatural Heat deſtroy or 
mn. 
At its firſt appearing among us, Provi- 
nce ſeems more immediately concern'd, 
allo it does at its leaving us; for no 
re is neglected to prevent its coming, 
d when it is once in Poſſeſſion, its Ali- 
nt being inſeparable from the Nature 
Man, the Expulſion of it is as unac- 
table. 
Effluvias, Steams or Scents of Beiſts, 
ds and Vegitals muſt be allowed to 
the pureſt Subſtance of the different 
ecies, and thoſe great Varieties are di- 
guiſhed with a wonderful Diſtinction 
Man, Beaſt and Bird, at a very great 
ance; we who have the Senſe of 
elling find it very exquiſite and defi- 
g. The Dog noles his Maſter, and 
lows him as he does the Deer or Hare; 
geons divide their Scents,and carry at 
redtble Lengths; and every ſenſible 
ng tends to its like, or what will at- 
dit Support. | 
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6 A New Diſcovery of 
All Diſeaſes take a gradual Courſe 
fitting the Parts to Corruption; and t 
the Corruption of one thing is the 0 
neration of another, is held for a May 
long ſince. Now what ſufficiently arg 
the Plague an Infec?, is, that great [ 
patch, which it makes through the me 
Powers and Parts of the Body, that of 
the Party infected inſtantly falls into 
the Convulſions, having no preced 
ſign or Alarm given. This ſudden Ef 
1s very conſiſtent with the Definition 
the Plague; for when we conſider, t 
the Time of that Inſect's generating 
a Proportion to its Minuteneſs, we n 
believe it inconceivably ſhort, ſince 
manifeſt that the Animal is indivili 
{mall ; for thouſands of Inſects appe: 
the help of a Glaſs, where the viſive 
culty could not diſcern one without 
Aſſiſtance ; which greatly promotes 
Reaſonableneſs of this Hypotheſis, 
nearly reflected on. will remove a . 
many oppolite to it. 
The wolatzle Maxims cannot find 
vour with the intelligible, it it is allo 
that the three Angles of a Triangle 
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wal to two right ones; for no Body 
ad in it ſelf can communicate of its 
irtue to another Body without a Loſs 
proportion to the other's Gain. I hus 
is with the Loadſtone ; thus it is with 
oilons. Who is it, that will maintain, 
at the Loadſtone ſuffers no Loſs by the 
on that has but juſt touch'd it, and af- 
wards performs an Act differing from 
e Nature of {imple Iron? Or who is he 
that will affirm contrary to the daily 
xperience made with Poitons, which are 
divided or kill'd by Oils and other 
latter, that they can have little or no 
ower over the Body ? Beſides, however 
magination runs with reſpect to the #y:ng 
ature of ſaline Particles, quite inanimate, 
v indiſputably true, that noPart of Matter, 
owever quick, (by the Form and Con- 
tence of its Particles) can have a Mo- 
on from it felf, but depends altogether 
its ſeeming Volubility upon the Force 
Af another Body, which puſhes it on or 
dzws it to Thus we fee the Fire ex- 
ells the Smoak, likewiſe Coal-pits throw 
p their Damps; the Sun exhales, and 
e Loadſtone attracts. Thoſe Parts of 
latter, that lye ſcatter'd in the Elements 
Air and Water, which are of a dif- 
rent Nature to the Body round them, 

vet 


8 A New Diſcovery of 
yet make their way towards the Cents 
by their own Gravity, or that wonder 
Attraction peculiar to the Earth's Cente: 
Theſe Parts ate often born up and de];y; 
in their Progreſs by the Violence and 
Strength of the circumambient Mattes 
yet ſtill they keep to their own Nature, 
no Interruption can alter, their Qualitie 

We may infer from theſe very natun 
and familiar Propoſitions, that the Plagy 
muſt not, cannot be a dead Matter; f 
if it were, it could not divide its Power 
without a Diminution of its Strength 
it could not give of its Quality to an 
ther Nature, and yet at the ſame time 
retain it; it could do no more, than what 
is commonly effected by things of a poi: 
ſonous Nature, that is, to kill it ſelf, with 
the Perſon who took it, and the Jaſt but 
a Chance, according as Preparatives were 
for or againſt it : then it is poſitively de- 
ny'd to have a Derivation or Extraction 
from Diſtemper, or Concordance with 
other virulent Qualities, tho' it often works 
by all their Helps, but is reſerved with: 
in its own ſingular Species. 

That a clearer Light may be given, an 
eaſy Example will be neceſſary, and to 
Demonſtration the following one, will 
prove the Plagrze to be that Body, i 

Jer? 
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ere we maintain it to be: Suppoſing 
hen two Perſons, and each of them to 
law in an equal Quantity of infected 
jr, at the ſame Time: the one is of a 
jealthy and good Conſtitution, the other 
ff a ſickly and broken one: The whol- 
me Body ſtruggles with the Diſeaſe, and 
wyercomes, having had but {mall ſtore of 
utrefactious Matter within, whereon it 
night have fed ; the other perithes, and 
the abundance of Sores and Babes, by 
he ſtrength of infections Steams, and pe- 
W:lential Scents, with the Hug and Change 
the Intrails, it is plain, that this Body 
nuſt have had hid or latent in it abun- 
ance more contagious Seed,as it is call d, 
han the other. Now it may be ask d of 
iole, who give Reaſons, that Diſeaſe 
ould be thought to give the Plague 4 
being, why did not this malignant Mat- 
operate in this unwholſome Veſſel, be- 
ore it met with its ſinili Materia, or 
keneſs of Matter, ſince it contained a 
reater Quantity, before it took in the 
ew Infection, of natural Corruption, than 
ie ſound one had after it was taken · in, 
bo fearch'd and promoted by the prying 
nd outrageous Animal. By what is a- 
ove ſaid, the Anſwer can only be made 
ere, That the Plague being an Inſect, 
prey'd 


healthy Perſon; their different Diſpoſit 


Trees and Vegitals ſuffer often, an 


but let paſs now, what may be more fi 
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prey'd upon its proper Food, and increas, 
accordingly; having found great Plen 
in the diſeaſed, and Scflrcity in th 


ons before being no other, than what . 
common with Health, and the Nature 


Diſeaſe. 


that Seaſon propitious to one Kind, 
deſtructive to another That Rots an 
Blights muſt be the Work of ſects, 9 
culiar to the different Nat res of Tre 
and Plants, their Fruits, Leaves and Roo 
tell us; for oft we find them indented a 
eat in Holes; and that a Blaſt could n 
occaſion this, the little Rings of Dec. 
in the Leaves ſhew, when all the oth 
Part is whole, and in its p oper Hy 
which a Wind would have wither'd, 
a bad. Air deſtroy d, without ſuch R 
lerve. 

What Country theſe Iſcctis come frof 
or what Weather brings them, or w. 
ther or no they are the Growth of <þ 
Cquntry,I all not be inquiſitive abo: 
| 
another Diſcourſe. But ſure Jam, tis a g. 
way for thoſe little Things to travel“ 
Greenland or Ruſſia hither, without bait: 
on the Way, or their Eggs ſheltering 

0 
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ene Merchandice or other. But they may 
ntome, if they are minded; for there are 
to Rides o Hountains to interrupt their 
fit oyage, neither Atlas nor Caucaſiis ſtand 
0 


n the Way: We may have them from 
erica, the quite contrary ſide of us, for 
uit I can gather. But whence they 
aVre is not poſitively agreed on by the 
» Witcrati, The moſt rational Deſcrip- 
anon we have had as yet of the Plague is 
ra loſs to reconcile itlelf, ſubverting in 
ne Place, what it has eſtabliſhed for a 
lazim in another; for we are told , 
hat the common People in the Country, 
In ding the Opinion to be true, that Eaſt- 
ly indie bring a Rot to Roots and ſome 
bs, they, to prevent ſuch 2 Conſe- 
Hence, when Winds blew from that 
narter in the Seaſon, made Fires of Chaff 
nd Rubbiſh to the Windward of their 
„ Prdens, the Smoke of winch coming 
"Fitch the Wind, they found, ſav'd their 
ww boots, by deſtroying the Haſect. And a 
! Gttle after we are told, That the Turnips 
che Weſt of London were deſtroyed by 
 Eaſterly Wind, forgetting that the 
"Woke of the whole City came with the 


—— 
— 
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o 
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Bradley, p. 39, 49. Vid. p. 44, 475 
8 Wind 
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Wind to their Protection, which (laying 
alide the Advantage it had of u 
Qualities) was A Such better Antidote 
for two or three Miles, than the Smoke 
of a ſmall Fire could be for a Quarter or 
halt a Quarter of a Mile. 

The Doctrine of Vermin is generally 
ſettled; verminons Swarms are known | by 
all who have any Underſtanding inPhylick, 
to follow moſt Diſeaſes The different 
Species of Beaſts have ſudden Diſtempers, 
which ſweep away whole Droves at once, 
and we find often, that what rots the 
Sheep, has no Infuence on the black 
Cattle; And on the contrary, thoſe De. 
ſtroyers are altogether diſtinguiſhable 
from the Imperfecticncs Nature, or Dil 
eaſes which commonly attend Nature, 
becauſe all are levell d, old and young 
tender and ſtrong, well and ill-fed peril! 
together; no Diſtinction made. It is like 

ws lo with Vegitals; thoſe planted ina 
good Soil ſuffer With thoſe in a bad, ti: 
tender Plant with the mature Fruit; 
firm Adherence had ſtill to the Sort c 
kind, pointing to us ſomething very cu 
rious and ſurprizing: For Works of N. 
ture, however form'd, or whether 0 
nice or ſtrong I exture, have ſomewina 
annexed to eyery fFogular, which reduce 


me? dil 
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ſpeedily all that Bloom and Shew, to its 
pria tive indigeſted Confuſion. 

Let us reſt where we are: A too cu- 
rious Inquiry is not our Buſineſs. Men 
have Knowledge ſufficient, it they will 
but turn it on proper and ſuitable Objects. 
Cauſes rightly diſpoſed will give great 
Inſights, and the Excellency of ſome have 
filled others with Admirations not be- 
coming of Rationals, equal in Dignity 
with thoſe Capacities, which only a diffe- 
rent Application made ſeem ſo much a- 
bove them. We ought ſtill to ſubmit to 
thoſe Secrets in Nature, which are rang'd 
far above our ſhort Reach. An able Phy- 
ſician and Anatomiſt, who underſtands 
the Structure of a human Body, and the 
Uſe of all its Parts, will tell us, that if 
ſuch and ſuch a Veſſel is broke, or put 
from its Place, and thereby made inca- 
pable of performing its proper Function, 
the Body muſt die for want of Aſſiſtance 
from that Part, on which it more immedi- 
ately depends: And likewiſe a Naturaliſt 
may eaſily prove (or indeed any Body 
may) that an Air too thick or too fine to 
be breath'd in, muſt have the ſame Effect 
with no Air at all. But when we ſee a 
Perſon fall down dead in the Street, in a 
Place of a good Air,who was the Minute 

| | before 


14 A New Diſcovery of 


before in perfect Health, and had been 
always healthy, and had no Warning 
from any Indication of this ſudden Death 
or End; How this comes to paſs, our 
Notions. are too {cant to determine; it is 
tranſcendently beyond Man's limited 
Proſpect, to ſubſtitute even the bare Image 
of a Cauſe. 

This great Evil of the Plague is records 
ed by ancient Writers, to owe its Riſe 
to very diftering and indirect Beginnings 
ſo that for a Man to judge abruptly 
whence it ſprings, or to give a looſe to 
an Argument on this Subj gives ia 
Ground to the World for in. that 
a due Regard is not had to Providence : 
For however expreſs d varioully, all the 
learned in all Ages have ſhewn in their 
' Writings ſomething of à Spirit acknow- 

ledging a Divine Hand, to which moſt ol 
them reſi gned, when wearied with fol- 
lowing the Clue. They knew, that a ſu- 
preme Engine weilded all natural Instru- 
ments here below. Now it will be very 
congruous with Chriſtian Principles, ſor us 
to be aſſured, that bad Angels have Per- 
miſſions given them, as well as the good 
are commiſſioned and that thoſe Plague, 
which followed the pouring out of the 


Lials in the Apoc ahbe, were lent for the 
Faults 


. 
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Faults and Crimes of Men; therefore 
God may ſend Evils, when he ſees fit;and 
when the Sins of Men call for them, it 
they come, et no other Cauſe be afligned. 
It is our Buſineſs ſtill to fear; a ſuffering 
Preſumption meets with no Excuſe, be- 
cauſe of a higher Diſpenſation. We are 
to uſe all the Ways Reaſon directs to, for 
a juſt Apprehenſion of every thing. But 
let us not confound things of different 
gatures with each other. None, who 
ow the Nature of a catching Diſtem- 
per, and would be ſaid to act juſt, would 
come 3 it 1s, to brave it. The Mall 
Pore, t hey who never had it, commonly 
endeavour to ſhun where it is; yet many 
take it, when no viſible Communica tion 
is held with a Perſon infected. 

Proceed we to examine, whether Ac- 
cidents, or Changes in Weather,or Things 
influenc'd by it, give any Promotion to 
the Suppoſition of a materia! Caule's pro- 
ducing the Plague. Tis now 54 Years, 
fince theſe Dominions have been vilited 
by its Fury, yet have we not had in this 
Time all the Variety and Alteration, that 
can well happen to Men and Things? 
There have beenE: arthquak es, Inundations, 


ſeveral unwhollo me and angerousSeaſons, 


which have brought us every Infection 
but 


16 A New Diſcovery of 
but the Plague. We have had Meteors 
burning,of very large Bodies; by the great 
Quantity of Vapours exhal'd there have 
been exceeding Thunders, and extraor- 
dinary Lightnings: We have had all the 
Diſtreſſes of War, terrible Blood-ſthed- 
ding, ſo that Bodies have lain above Ground 
unburied for a conſiderable T ime, by the 
hard Circumſtances attending unhappy 
Diſputes: The Air has been tainted ſe- 
veral Times with nauſeous and loathſome 
Scents : Seiges there have been, compel- 
ling the Beſieged to feed on Dogs and 
Cats, and even Rats, with other Vermin. 
There are many living this Day, who can 
teſtify this from their ſad Experience, du- 
ring the Siege of London-Derry in Ireland, 
in the Wars with the late King James. It 
was common with the poorer fort of Peo- 
ple all over that Kingdom, in thole Black 
Times, to have the Fleſh of Horſes and 
rotten Cows, and Sheep, for their daily 
Food, there being no Bread to be got tor 
Love or Money. This 1s but of the 
Tranſactions of t'other Day, and has many 
Witneſles. Diſorders we have ſelt fatal 
too often to many People, and thoſe 
wrought up to the higheſt Pitch by a foul 
Indulgence. The Paſſions of Men have 
been quite turn d, which has laid them 
open 
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open to all the Tyrannie of malignant 
Diſtempers. We have ſeen in ſome Ad- 
miniſtrations, the Scenes of Intempe- 
rance and Debauchery preſented with 
ſtrong Advantages, ſhaded by high Ex- 
ample, opening the Sluicès of all man- 
ner of Vices, and reſigning the Reins of 
prudence up to the Impetuoſity and Hur- 
ry of brutal and ſenſual Deſire, which 
brought on Men every Kind of Sickneſs, 
and all Sort of Evils; but all this while, 
there has been no Plague, People were 
often prepared for its Entertainment, 
and had there been but the ſmalleſt 
Brood of this prolifick Reptile among us, 
it often would have found, from the a- 
bove Opportunities, a Field largeenouglh 
to rage in. | 

Again, thoſe Diſeaſes, malignant in 
their Kind, call'd Catching, as the Small 
Pox, Meaſles, and others, cannot be 
luppoſed of a peſtilential Nature; for no 
Perſons's ſeiz d by any of them, but what 
nds a Diſcompolure growing to the Di- 
ſtemper, (though ſome ſooner than o- 
thers) by a regular Progreſſion, never 
without warning, how violent ſoever, dif- 
poling the Body to Symptoms of Death *, 
| And 


8 


_ 
—_ 


* 
Read Brown, p. 20, 21. 


18 e4 New Diſcovery of 
And that theſe Diſeaſes have their Ori. 
gin or Support in a certain Air, ttis 


groundleſs to imagine; for we muſt al. 
low. that ſeveral Parts of America had the 


Small Pox from the Eugliſb, a Diſeaſe] 


unknown to the Indians before; and had 
been ſo now, if the Engliþ had not 


mixt among them, and ſuckled their 
Children, and gave of Britiſbo Food to 


the Natives. But by this Behaviour the 
Diſtemper was ſettled in the Blood, to 
be tranſmitted to their Generations, and 
is become to them at this Time a natio- 


nal Diſeaſe. The Accidents which par- 
ticular Families have met with, will ad- 


mit of no Determination; for there 1s 
Nothing that can be told extraordinary, 


but what an Inſtance of the contrary may 
be brought; ſo that if Relations living 


at great Diſtances from each other, about 


the ſame time take the Small Pox, others 
in the ſame Circumſtances do not; ad 


often we find the loving Mother, and 
{ome of her Children eſcape, when they 
have been expoſed by Nurſing, and ta— 
king Care of ſome of the Family down, 


A Look into ſeveral Places in and a-. 
bout London, will tell us, that moſt Di- 
ſtempers are acquired by Abules give" 


to 


2 cn cc 


r 


Brown, p. 20, 21. 
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to Nature, after a ſordid Manner; the Air 
is putrified by this Means, and the moſt 
accurate Maladies inſue; This we need 
not go far for the Proof of; the beſt of 
us in ſome Meaſure find a Damage 
from bad Neighbourhood. Yet no Com- 
plication of ill Diſeaſes can give us the 
Plague, or we ſhould have it even now, 
The Infection frequently begins with 
erlons moſt vigorous and moſt healthy. 
t affects commonly, when it comes in- 
to theſe Countries, firſt of all, thoſe Peo- 
ple, who are always 1n the beſt Air, and 
bolt free from Humors. The temperate 
abouring Man is made a Victim to its 
alice, while the profligate rotten De- 
auchee remains very ſecure, which is 
lely owing to his Diſtance from Peſti- 
2 ious Scents. The Fruits of the Ea- 
fern Countries are eat in London with 
uch greater Immoderation, than they 
je where they grow: And the People of 
preral Parts of France, I may fay of 
bolt Parts, had much worſe Nouriſh- 
ent than that of the trading City of 
arſeilles had, when the Infection began 
dere. In the late War, that Kingdom was 
Nuced to the loweſt Streights of Po- 
ry: A Dearth was over all the Thrant's 
Film, by Means of Engliſh Arms, 

ö . which 
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which brought on them all Kirid of Sick- 
neſles and Diſtreſſes; Often very Ma. 
lignant Fevers ſtole into the Camp-and 
cut off many of their Men; yet noff 
Plague, ( tho' very viſible Signs of one 
appeared. 
That the Amuſement may not take 
of the Air's having a Power of conveying 
the Plague to Places remote, let only the 
Accounts we have of its Journeys be o 
ſerved; and we ſhall find that no Placy 
at any great Diſtance (a Regard (till hal 
to ſuperna tural Power) from an Infed 
ed Place, ever got the Peſtilence, tha 
could not give a plauſible Account 0 
the Manner it came in, by imputing 
to Perſons, Things, or Goods; and 1: 
it be remark'd, which I think is fu 
ſtrong to make void all Arguments f 
Air, Diet, or Diſeaſe, being Cauſes of ti 
Peſt, that in thoſe Countries, where it ſe 
tles, ſeveral Parts are often free, thouz 
they have the ſame Air, Diſeaſe, an 
Diet, peculiar to the Country, in co 
mon with the Infected. Turkey is d 
vided into ſeveral Under-Government 


and ruled by Officers, deputed by 


* Read Bradlev, P. 39, 40. 
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Grand Seignior; ſome Diviſions for Years 
together have not the Plague, eſpecially 
the Inland Ones : What can this be aſcrib- 
ed to, but to the good Condudt of their 
Governours, and carefulneſs of the Peo- 
ple, in deſtroying all the Remains ofthe 
Diſeaſe when it was there, and in its De- 
cline, and in keeping a ſtrict Watch to 
prevent its Entrance again. From the Ma- 
ritime Towns, where it moſtly haunts, 
it is almoſt an Impoſſibility to rout it; 


for the Deſire of Gain will make Men 


break all Rules, and run all Hazzards. 

But we need not to have gone ſo far 
for Proof, that the Air does not tranſ- 
port Infection many Miles; our own 
Health, with that of other Countries be- 
tween us and the Plague, will inform us, 
that Winds do not bring it eighty Miles; 
tor Winds have often blown from Mar- 
ſeilles, Aix, and Toulon upon the joi- 
ning Countries, ſince the Peſtilence be- 
gan; a S:utherly Wind would have brought 
the Inſect or its Egge to Dauphine, from 
Dauphine to Lyons, ſo on to Paris, and of 
neceſſity hither ; But Thanks be to God, 
there are no ſuch Stages made; its Progreſs 
being atter another Manner: However, it 
is not contrary to Reaſon, to imagine, 
that a Body of Air may be corrupted for 
* f ſome 


22 eA4 New Diſcovery of 


ſome few Miles, which weakens in Pro- 
portion, as it extends, till it is quite loſt. 
Thus at any conſiderable Diſtance from a 
Carrion, we have no Offence ; but upon 
a near Approach we ſmell it ſtrong. 
Here our Conſideration will not be 
amiſs, if we take a ſmall Survey of thole 
Places where it generally reſides; the Na- 
ture of its Proviſion will confirm us very 
much in our Opinion. Let the Curious 
obſerve, that the ſame Meridian paſſing 
over Grand Cairo in AÆAgypt makes Mid- 
day in Ruſſia, and is as a Line to con- 
fine the Peſt to the Eaſt. which finds no 
Sanctuary Weſtward, though it too often 
makes diſmal Sallies. That which has 
the firſt Share in preparing all living Bo- 
dies is Food; the Temper of the Climes, 
and often the Situation of a Place, goes 
a great Way. The Plague in Turkey is re- 
vived by the great Droughts, which often 
happen there, and upon them impetuous 
Rain, which fills Beaſts, and Fruits of 
the Earth, whereby Man is nouriihed, 
with groſs and unwholſome Humours. 
The Produce of that Land likewiſe be- 
ing Cotton, and other Growths, whoſe 


"Textures and Valves are formed to re- 


ceive the Inſect, and defend it from in- 
vading Colds, till the Return of a fa- 
| vourable 
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vourable Seaſon, muſt very much further 
its Delay among the Natives. The Ruſſiant 
have their Furs and Skins to hide the Ani- 
mal in, and keep it from ſtarving; and 
GrandCairo's Niledoes not a little promote 
the Plague's Continuance with the Ægyb- 
tians; its Overflows being made by the 
Manners of that People, not to waſh a- 
way, ſo much as to bring Naſtineſs, which 
ever aggravates this Diſeaſe. 

Why we have not the Plague from /AE- 
pt by our Traffic k, f that Gentleman gives 
us the beſt Reaſon, tho' not intended, in 
the Diſcourſe where he endeavours to ſhew 
an Inconſiſtency, in believing, that Cot- 
ton conveys it from Tarꝶey or Hria; for he 
allowing the Ejjiuvia's, or Scents of (f- 
7ze to be a Counter-Poiſon to the Infe- 
Ktion, makes but an unwary Concluſion; 
That the Canvas Bags about the Coffee 
may bring the Plague, as well as Bags of 
Cotton. Now let us imagine the Can- 
vas of the Bags, as full of the Poiſon- 
ous Matter, as it is capable of containing; 
yet the Scents of above Trventy Inches 
Diameter of Cofice, being the moſt ſpi- 
rituous Subſtance, ſtill paſting through, 


r 
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* Vid. Brown's p. 13. 


muſt 
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muſt ſoon overcome the ſmall Part of 
Infection lodged in a Canvas, not a Vuar- 
ter of an Inch thick; whereasin the Cot- 
ton, there is Nothing oppolite to the 
Nature of the Plague; but in a Bag of 
two or three Foot deep, there are large 

Advantages ſor its Preſervation: It nfo 
with more Juſtice be argued in Favour 
of the Sails, which brought the Ship 
down the Levant from Alexandria, than 


for the Canvas Bags about the Coe 


That Places and Things are ſuſcep- 
tible of Inſects to their Safer being for a 
long Time, we may learn from our own 
Experience here in London; for it is but 
four or five Years ago, that we had a 
Diſtemper among the Black Cattle very 
deſtructive ; and when every Body 
thought it was abated, and gone(the Cattle 
being well for eight or ten Months,) it 
broke out a- new, which was occaiioned 
by putting Cattle in thoſe Houſes and 
7 where the Infected were lodged 
the Seaſon before; nor could this be 
cured, till that the Timber, end other 
Things in the Houſes were waſhed with 


Soap, Lees, and other ſearching and pe- 


netrating Liquors s; and the Parts ſmok- 


ed, * 2 killed the Vermine. 
Hmericds 
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| © America, and the Parts of Africa, 
which never felt the Scourge, ( ſpeak- 
ing in a natural Way) owe that Happi- 
| neſs to their not trading with infected 
| Places. They can be Luxurious enough 
| in the Growth of their own Country, 
| without going abroad to ſeek Novel- 
ties. The Weſtern Parts of Europe ſa- 
| crifice and pay Tribute to the Ottoman 
Porte, every twenty Years, take one 
time with another, the Lives of above 
a Hundred Thouſand Chriſtians, and have 
in Return but a {ſmall Parcel of unne- 
ceſſary Trifles : An Exchange, that can 
pleaſe none, but vain, ſtupid, thought- 
leſs Wretches! What Noiſe does the 
Freedom of tive Score Chriſtian Slaves, 
make in the World, and how much do 
ſome Courts value themſelves upon thei: 
Good Works 2 For an inconſiderable 
Number of People's being carried abroad 
into Captivity, they expreſs the moſt 
paſſionate and tender Concern, yet at 
the ſame time are unconcerned, nor ſol- 
licitous to remove the Cauſe of Thou- 
lands periſhing at Home in worſe than 
Inrkiſh or Barbarian Slavery. 
"| ic would be found, upon making up 
che Account, if the Chriſtian World 
could be. perſwaded to make the Expe- 
' E. riment, 
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muſt ſoon overcome the ſmall Part of 
Infection lodged in a Canvas, not a Vuar- 
ter of an Tnch thick ; whereas in the Cot- 


ton, there is Nothing oppolite to the 


Nature of the Plague; but in a Bag of 
two or three Foot deep, there are large 
Advantages tor its Preſervation : It might 
with more Juſtice be argued in Favour 
of the Sails, which brought the Ship 
down the Levant from Alexandria, than 


for the Canvas Bags about the Poe 


That Places and Things are ſuſcep- 
tible of Inſects to their Safer being for a 
long Time, we may learn from our own 
Experience here in London; for it is but 
four or five Years ago, that we had a 
Diſtemper among the Black Cattle very 
deſtructive ; and when every Body 
thought it was abated, and g£one(the 3 
being well for eight or ten Months,) it 
broke out a-new, which was occationed 
by putting Cattle in thoſe Houſes and 
< where the Infected were lodged 
the Seaſon before; nor could this be 
cured, till that the Timber, end other 
Things in the Houſes were waſhed with 


Soap, Lees, and other ſearching and pe- 


netrating Liquors s; and the Parts ſmok- 
ed, which killed the Vermine. 


America; 
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America, and the Parts of Africa, 
which never felt the Scourge, ( ſpeak- 
ing in a natural Way) owe that Happi- 
| nels to their not trading with infected 
places. They can be Lunmious enough 
in the Growth of their own Country, 
| without going abroad to ſeek Novel- 
ties. The Weſtern Parts of Europe ſa- 
crifice and pay Tribute to the Ottoman 
Porte, every twenty Years, take one 
me with another, the Lives of above 
a Hundred Thouſand Chriſtians, and have 
in Return but a ſmall Parcel of unne- 
| ceſſary Trifles : An Exchange, that can 
pleaſe none, but vain, ſtupid, thought- 
lels Wretches! What Noiſe does "the 
Freedom of five Score Chriſtian Slaves, 
make in the World, and how much do 
ſome Courts value themſelves upon thei: 
Good Works? For an inconſiderable 
Number of People s being carried abroad 
Into Captivity, they exprels the moſt 
paſſionate and tender Concern, yet at 
the ſame time are unconcerned, nor ſol- 
licitous to remove the Cauſe of Thou- 
lands periing at Home in worſe than 
Daus or Barbarian Slavery. 
| t would be found, upon making up 
Ihe Account, it the Chriſtian World 
ould be perſwaded to make the Expe- 
' E riment, 
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riment, that the Profits and Gains 


theſe Kingdoms would be much greater 
in ſome Period of Time, were they! 
never to trade to thoſe Parts of the Le- 
vant, which are frequently infected; 
ſince in all probability, it would prevent 
the Loſs of ſome Thouſands of Men 
employ'd to cultivate and improve the 
Land; to increaſe publick Wealth, and 
bring Good to a Nation. But that de- 
vouring Evil brought 1n, in a little time 
we ſee the whole Country laid waſte, its 
Inhabitants cut off, or routed ; its Towns 
conſum'd, and its Cities raz'd. 

We may venture, I hope, by this 
time, to make from the whole the fob 
lowing Concluſions, 

1/t. That the Air is not the Hicicmt 
Cauſe of the Plague, becauſe we find, 
that they who breath the moſt unwhol- | 
ſome, putrid. and corrupt, are clear 
of it often, when they, who live in a 
pure ſerene Air have it. 

2aly, That Diſcaſes, of what Nature 
ſoe ver, don't bring it, appears from the 
moſt unhealthy, rotten and nauſeous 
Perſons being without it, when the 
healthy, vigorous, and clean, are in- 
fected, | { 


— 
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zal, That Diet cannot occaſion it, the 
parts of ſtaly, Spain and France, do ſhew 
inhabited by careleſs, naſty Idlers, who 
ive always on the Fruits of Lazineſs, the 
worſt and moſt loathſome Food; yet eſ- 
cape the Infection, when others ſuffer, 
ho have every Thing requiſite, and 
deſirable in Life. 

Let it be ſaid then, with ſome Autho- 
rity, that the Principal, or firſt Cauſe of 
the Plague, cannot be found among the 
Varieties of Nature, which entertain Hu- 
nan Underſtanding; tho' ſomething in 
Je Decay of Man gives it Nurture, 
nd thoſe Things, which are about him, 
nat have not Extreams of Heat, or 
old, find it Covering, till it meets 
vita Matter to feed on, and Multiply 
ts Kind. This infects the Air, and this 
eng drawn in at the Mouth, or No- 
Irils, ſucceeds according to the Virulen- 
y of the Humours in the Body to ſup- 
he Mert it. In this Place let it be underſtood, 
hat altho' it is allowable, that Infection 
ed uy come out at all the Pores of the Bo- 
y, with the Steams,yet it is probable to 
believe, it only is drawn in by breathing; 
„ Jer Nature being always careful of its 
elt, the Animal Parts are employed 
continually in diſcharging, with Labour 
E 1 Pro- 
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proportionate to the Nature of that 
Marter with which they are loaded, 
their ſeveral Functions, ſo that a great 
Quantity of the Subſtance muſt be 
thrown out, or purged through the 
Skin : This tranſpired Eflence muſt of 
Neceſſity reſt upon Cloaths, and other 
things capable of receiving it. But there 
is no ſuch Compulſion from without, 
to drive the Infection in at the Pores of 
the Body; tho 'tis not impoſſible for it 
to paſs with the pure Element, to which 
it is clog, ſince that will make its way 
through Bodies comprels'd in the narrow 
eſt Conſiſtency. 

This Account is delivered ( as was 
{aid before) with ſpecial Reſpect to Pro 
vidence; for 'tis poſſible, with him 
with whom all Things are poſſible, te 
make that Matter what he pleaſes, whic 
he made Matter out of Nothing. He may 
tend Plagnes, by ſtretching out his Hand 
and give the Quality of the rankeſt Poyſ 
ion to that which now is the moſt healin 
Balm. But in the Courſe of Natural Thing 
if Facts are convincing, tis evident, that TÞ 
Turkey, and other Parts infected, wer 
once free of the Species of the 1. 
there is all Reaſon to judge, that I. 
could not be reftor'd by Air, Diſea 
| - 3000 
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hiet, or any other Thing peculiar to the 
places; tho' the People may be more 
zbject than others, to the catching of it 
gain, or rather to the nouriſhing of it, 
chen it was in Poſſeſſion, from their 
Dilpoſitions, or Habits, as was before 
blerv d. By the ſame Rule, we may 
ey, was the Plague tranſplanted into 
it, ole Parts of America, whoſe Climes 
offender a bad Air, and whoſe Growths 
iſe Cotton, and chings of a warm Spun- 
chi Nature ; the Settling of the Plague 
ayſ'ith the diane would be after the ſame 
anner it now remains with ti n 
ans, and Egypt ians. 

And ſince no Method reducible to 
actice, can be Jaid down, whereby 
e Diſtemper may be expell'd from 
taFſele Countries; 'tis our Buſineſs to 
ir it, and expect it, as often as Goods 
Men come from thence. The only 
ay left us, promiſing Security, is the 
0 of Means within our Power, great 
ligence in examining all Things giv- 
2 Suſpicion, and a ſtrict Purſuit of the 
les of Caution, which Prudence 
ches. 

or a Self -Preſervation, the Standard 
make ture by is a good Conſtitution; 
ſeaf tis abſervable, that in the General, 

Die the 
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the Plague makes a Prey of thoſe, wh 
have been moſt intemperate, and irregu. 


lar in their Oeconomy. The Part 


Mankind inur'd to Labour, whoſe Ne. 


ceſſities make indifferent Food habitua 


to them, find it much leſs ſevere, except 


it be in a very Extraordinary Caſe, a; 
when Circumſtances bring them to live 


on worle Food than they were uſed to; 


then, indeed, a Languiſhing follows in 
Proportion, and leaves them remedileß. 


Thoſe among the better Sort of People, 


who ſunk into Death, as it were, by a 
panic Wread, before any Signal giver 
by the Plague, are found to have been 
indulgent, indolent Livers, ſlothful an 
eaſy, exerciſed in licentious Pleaſures, 
The Plague ſeems to be the Gage, or 
Scale of Nature, falling ſhort in our 
Strength, and coming heavy in our De- 
cay and Imperfection. 

The great and many Benefits, whict 
have flowed to the Publick, from well 
meaning Societies, has very much con 
duced to make the People implicit tc 
General Rules, and to take cπ.˖Y Thing 
iaid by ſome, for a Law. Hence, for 
teiting the Privileges of a Ration 
Being, by denying the Evidences ſen 
by Reaſon: This ordinarily is the Cu 


U 
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t the buſy Part of the World, who 
Dre taken up by the ſeveral Affairs of 
Wife from the Study of themſelves, ne- 
lcaing that Inſtrument, which is to 
bring about the mighty Schemes. Here 
Nature mult have a Help- mate; it is at 
& loſs what to do: Men are compelled, 
$y their former Neglects, and Inobſer- 
Wince, upon the leaſt Apprehenſion, of 
n approaching Malady, to fly for Help, 
ho have recourſe to any Thing, that 
bears the Name of Doctor. Their Lives, 
rom that Time forth, are in the Hands 
another, to be diſpoſed of at Will: 
\nd very rare it happens, that good Ule 
not made of the Power given; for of- 
en by Alteratives, the Body is cooked 
tom an imaginary, to a real Diſeaſe; 
nd Kept only to conſume Drugs ; 
ngring to a certain, and oft wiſhed 
or, Death. 

It is ſurpriſing to find Phyſick re- 
ommended to Men in perfect Health 
r Food, when all know, who will, 
at Medicines are deſigned as Reſtora- 
ves of Nature, to bring back, that good 
abit, which had been loſt by Accident, 
r Irregularity. We are told * that the 
01 com- 
N 
en 


* Read Bradley, p. 19, 
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common Diet of the People, where t. 
Plague is in France, was Herbs, Roo 
and Fruits; and at 'the ſame Time 0 
have Doſes offered us by ſome, as ſo mar 
Charms againſt the Peſt, which we Kno 
to be compounded of thoſe very Ingr, 
dients our Neighbours Diſtreſs bids 
abſtain from. Indeed, there happens: 
be ſome ſmall Difference, for they ha 
them at the firſt Hand from Nature 
moulding ; but we muſt take the 
after they have been mortified by Stil 
Limbecks, Peſtles and Mortars, and 
long Train of Diſguiſers, which mz 
| alter Shape and Colour, may mix, b 
Fl 4 never change Qualities. 
Nature qirects to the beſt Road, if 1 
will but obey her Dictates. I am fat 
fied People are awake, they have h 
q too ſenſible a Rouze from that Leth; 
th ey, in which they ſo lately ſlumbre 
s co fall into the like Diſadvantage; th 
will, no Queſtion, keep a good Lo | 
out with their Senſes, to prevent thi 
j Underſtandings being impoſed on. , 
Volley of hard Words, or a glitter. 
Equipage will be but _ Eloquen i 
and can hardly paſs without a Scrutiq;, 
whether, or no, the one be proper, I, 


bi the other genuine. by 
i N 
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When we ſee Packet-Pedlars ſeated 
upon Animals much gentler than them- 
ſelves, making Harangues to the gaping 
Multitude, every one knows what they 
want, and they do no more than what 
we ſhould expect from ſuch Brokers of 
Arts. But what {hall we fay 2 when 
Men, who ſet themſelves by, and are 
mark'd tor knowing ſomething, deliver 
what ought to be inſtructive to the Pub- 
lick, by whom they get their Bread, in 
ſuch puzzling and dark Terms, that no 
body is oblig'd to explain, and very few 
capable of underſtanding ; Syſtems which 
ought to be reſerv'd to a more decent 
Seaſon, their propereſt Uſe being for Le- 
tures in Academies, and not to con- 
| found Mankind: ſuch Proceedings are 
Jery unaccountable, and upon them 
People will be apt to make Conſtruc- 
Hong * 
Indeed, for thoſe Gentlemen, who 
Inake the Relief of the Diſeaſed Part of 
Mankind the End of their Study, a too 
* {great Relipedt cannot be paid them; 
Wiley ought to meet with the due En- 
couragements of Thanks and Rewards, 
decaule ſuch a Deſign is noble and ule- 
ul, and diſcoyers a great Mind, where- 
wer it is found to be the Principle of 
F Action. 
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Action : But for thole who watch our 
Failings, to make them worſe, who catch 
us, as it were, at a halt Turn, when we 
can't think right of Things, to make us 
their Property, and who, by an imperti- 
nent Induſtry, aſſume a Knowledge they 
have not, to promote their private Inte- 
reſts at our Expence and Ruin; ſuch it 


is every Body's Bufſineſs to detect and 
explode. 


The Uſe this Digreſſion may be of to 
the unguarded, in unmasking Pretenders, 
will, I hope, make Amends for the 
Reader's Time. But to return : Every 
Body 1s, or ought to be, the beſt Judge 
of his own Conſtitution ; and ſince there 
15 no Perfection in Nature, every Nature, 
in a more or leſs Degree, lies open to the 
Plague. A certain great Moraliſt divided 
Mankind, and held each Individual wile 
or foolith in his Oeconomy, as his Pe- 
haviour ſtood in Competition with that 
which was once within his own Power 
to act: The ſame Allowance may b 
made in reſpect of Conſtitutions ; for 
Man may be ſaid to be healthy, or other 
wile, as he conforms to what Natur 
preſcribes, and is capable of bearing well” 
by the Situation and Tone of its Parts" 
No Man canbe juſtly blamed tor hang Pe 

| tha 
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that ſoft Head which his Father had be- 
fore him ; neither can Fault be found 
with him; who has a Diſtenper deſcen- 
I ded with his Inheritance. But as an im- 
perfect Underſtanding, by good Con- 
verſation, and apt Study, may be very 
much improv'd; ſo by a regular Life, and 
proper Diet, Nature may be greatly re- 
paired ; and he who is born with a 
Mark of his Father's looſe Days, often 
we ſee, by his good Conduct, leaves his 
Children no Remains of the Evil. 

But it 1s not from theſe Fountains vie 
y fave our greateſt IIs; we will be be- 
e holding to none but ourſelves for our 
e Pains : The Miſchief is, we acquire our 
own Diſeaſes, they are of our own Pur- 
chace, the Reſults of Exceſſes, debauch- 
ed Nights, and inordinate and baſe Pur- 
ſuits, What Way can be taken, which 
may beſt reform the deprav'd World ? the 
moſt ſovereign and only one is that which 
Ykeaſon preſcribes, and which each par- 
ticular Perſon has within himſelf ſtill 
directing him, how much ſoever he 
contradicts. The Legiſlature has given 
1 Power into the Hands of the Magi- 
el Hates of reſtraining Vice, who ought, 
tin an eminent Manner, at this Time eſ- 
ing pecially, to give the Law the keeneſt 
a . Edge 


FRIES 
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Edge, to ſtem the Torrent, if poſſible ; 


as they have begun a good Work, ſo let 
them go on boldly, and proſper in the 
Overthrow and Rout of Neſts of Naſti- 
neſs, the Harbours of Gameſters, Thieves, 
and Whores, in the Hundreds of Drury, 
and other Places in and about Town : 
and *tis a Duty incumbent, on Pati 


ſhioners, and all honeſt Folks, to be rea- 


dy in giving Aſſiſtance, by directing Ju- 


ſtice to the ſculking Holes of Offenders : 


for let all know, in Caſe the Plague was 
come amongſt us, (as Go p forbid) each 
Man is like to ſuffer from his Neigh- 
bour's Infection. This Reflection ought 
to make every one bear a part in what 
one Day may be of the laſt Service, not 
only to himſelf, but alſo to all whom he 
wiſhes well. r | 
It is impoſlible to lay down Rules of 


living to each Perſon in particular; the 


greateſt and moſt infallible one, and 
which will hold good with all, is, Tem- 


perance, with Prudence; in all Caſes, 


Phyſick is to be ſhun'd, unleſs the Per- 
{on be very conſcious of a real Indiſpo- 
ſition ; and even then he is to uſe as 
little as may be, and always that which 
is neareſt Nature; for many Medicines, 
or a Conſtancy of any one, which is not 
1 c LL; conto- 


e Nature of the PLA 37 


Jonant to the Tone of the Animal 
Its, only weakens the Body by De- 
Jes, tending more and more to a to- 
Decay. T hat Food which Men find, 
en all the Paſſions are ballanced, the 
st reviving and ſtrengthening, muſt 
$tainly be the beſt to take, and the ſe- 
Feſt Defence againſt all Aceidents that 
by happen. The Portion and Sort, 
Inſtitution, and the Exerciſe intended, 
ct to; which ought always to be well 
lowed, eſpecially the latter ; for No- 
pg nurſes Diſtempers ſo much as In- 
uVIEY. 
| 5 are ſeveral Odours which puri- 
- Wthe Air, baneful to the Peſt; but 
t We are usd rather for a Safeguard, 
> Wn to weaken it when it has taken 
ce. Beſides, Men, who are obliged 
f Wdraw in Air at various Places, and 
e erent Air, frequently at the ſame 
{ We, by the Reaſon of Buſineſs, can 
e no Succour from Fumigations; tis 
od Air recommended to the nicer 
, and will there, I doubt, reach not 
ch further than Speculation. The 
Sanctuary in Nature againſt Peſti- 
e, is a ſtout Mind in a heal Body, a 
rt inoffenſively chearful, and a Body 
prejudiced by bad Courſes, * | = 
| 3 Ittle 
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little or too much, too ſtrong or 
weak Suſtenance. 

It what has been ſaid be duly weigh 
and cloſely thought on, we ſhall n 
Secret open to us, of vaſt Moment 
the People of Linden, and other Em 
an Cities. whole Situation gives th 
the Happineſs of a good and clear 
It has been proved, that the Flague m 
there have the greateſt Sway, wh 
Men have the largeſt Share of Corr 
tion, whatever caus'd by ; this Put 
faction in human Bodies is not fo g. 
ral with the Chriſtian Part of Emre 
it is with Tine), and other Places 
the Eaſt, where the Plague UyE 7 
upon Computation we ſhall find, 
when it makes its Iſſues among us, 
Loſs is much greater, with Proportio 


the Time of its Stay, than that of 
People of its own Country, diſting 
ing Cities from the leſs inhabited 51 
whats this can come from; and howll 
concileable this rn Truth! is with 
Notions which are entertain'd, of 
as having a good Air, and a great} 
ny great Privileges from its Situa 
wi Cities in other Climes ca 
have from theirs, will appear obvic 
each judicious Reader. 
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Ve now look upon all Methods pro- 
ed or laid down by Nature or Policy, 
the Safety of the whole, as follow d 
every particular Perſon, in what Order 
ondition ſoever; the Avenues leading 
he Kingdom well guarded, to pre- 
t the landing of infectious Perſons or 
ings; the Magiſtrates diſcharging that 
it Truſt, the Care of the People re- 
ved in them, by looking to their ſeve- 
Liberties; the Inhabitants in their re- 
trFive Dwellings, and each Perſon, we 
geoſe, taking Care of his own Health; 
opethis, without doubt, will be very in- 
ceigmental to the ſecuring to us our 
Ich: But when all this is done, (which 
„any means ought not to be left un- 
„ e) there ſtill remains with us uncur'd, 
tiofily the Toleration of the Law, nay, 
ot Its poſitive Injunction, the true Care 
nge Plagre's raging in Cities, which 
ie great Number of poor People pent 
owitogether, in divers places here and 
e; in our City under all the Incon- 
Y:ncies that can happen to poor Mor- 
they being involved in every Kind 
alamity, deſtitute of every Neceſſary 
ite, condemn'd to a poyſonous and 
pted Air; ſo bad are their Circum- 
es, that were the Plague to be de- 

riv d 
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riv'd from Putrefaction, it could ni 
tail of being among them, and con 
quently with us. The Stench and! 
fectious Fumes always ariſing from iM 
Priſons of London, make ineffectual 
the Advantages, which Nature and 
have beſtowed on the City, in her g 
rious Thames, and in her clean and wil 
Streets. This Will be held for an U 4 
diſputable Truth, if we look tow 
the City of Marſeilles, once famous, b 
now fallen, and lying a piteous and «lf 
plorable Victim to the Plague. Ot 
Places will convince us, by what the 
have endurd in Times paſt from the! 
ſilence, that it was owing to this thron 
ing of the People, that they ſuffered | 
ſuch a Degree, when they have excell: 
in good Air, (abſtracted from this): 
other Places in the World. 

Marſeilles is fo familiar with the E 
liſh by Trade and Commerce, that 
particular Deſcription gf it, in this! 
per, would be impertinent. The A 
of the Sea, on which it is fituate, . 
Fertility of the adjacent Country, wii 
is free from Fens and Marſhes, and ti 
happy Latitude of 43, in which it I 
of Neceſſity muſt quality it for a ve 
agreeable- Place, and make its Ai! 
SY 
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d as can be wr Man to breath in. 
t then of all the Towns in France, 
i{eilles had the greateſt Diſadvantage 
ſible to its Air, from the Number of 
ies, which are always within the 
pwn, lying with their Heads to the 
jef Key, making one Side of the Way 
the moſt beautiful, and moſt fre- 
zented Street in the City. This Ob- 
vation has eſcaped the Notice of thoſe, 
ho lately have given us an Account of 
e Progreſs of the Diſtemper in that 
ace. And I dont find, that the Re- 
tion fell into the Opinions of more 
ted Obſervers upon the ſame Miſeries 
other Places, heretofore brought on 
em from Things of a like Nature, in 
omoting bad Air; tho' the eaſy Oc- 
Irrence of it in traverſing the Subject of 
e Plague, would make one wonder, 
ow 1t could be paſſed by in the Trea- 
les of ſo many accurate Judges. 
Thirty Galbes, fill'd with Twelve of 
ourteen Thouſand Slaves, commonly 
over'd, lying up as it were in Time of 
feace, are only ſo many Priſons : the 
aws of France condemning from all 
arts of the Kingdom moſt Criminals to 
ie Oar ; the Gallies of Force can be no 
ſer than Priddles of bad Air by this 
Cx means, 
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means; for the Men's Food being 
very indifferent, and of that much ſi Go 
and no Exerciſe but that which is ii 
prejudicial to Nature, hard Labour iy. 
Starts, and then long Intervals of Id. 
nels, avoldable in Time of Pea 
of Neceſſ] ity a very unwholſome Steuliif 
muſt come from them, to the Nuſanif 
of the City; and when a Southerly i 
Weſterly Wind blows, the moſt pen 
cious to Man, the Gallies can be no- } 
ther than ſo many Mortars of bad 4 
playing upon the Town, taking aug 
that Good Nature deſigned it in its 9 
tuation. How much this contributed t 
the Swell of the late Mortality in ti 
once pleaſant City, the Nature of ti 
Plague will direct the Reader to dete 
mine; and I believe his Sentiments wi 

| be mine, when I ſay, had timely Wa 
ning been given to the City of Mad 
les, of this great Detriment to their ro 
ting of the Diſtemper, the Gallies wou 
have been removed from the "lows H 
the Bay, and thereby ſtop'd the perifhin 
of ſome Ihouſands of People, who 
Conſtitution, were it not for theſe I 
pediments, bid tair againft the Nature q; 
Peſtilence. 


| Tom 
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Valon is not much inferior to Mar 
in its Standing; its Inconveniencies 
W much the ſame, though not in every 
WE: icular; the Poſition of the Gallies is 
dangerous; but certainly, in a great 
ee "the People ſuffer now from 
n; and much leſs would they yet 
J Fer, if they were removed, and their 
TH purged with Fire. 

; What will corroborate the nods 
Wn of this new-advanced uſeful and 
ifWortant Head, is a View of Naples, 
( Ich, but a few Years ago, had {wept 
in che ſmall Space of one Day, 
* thouſand of its Inhabitants Ly 
| Peſt. Naples is the Metropolis of a 
dom bearing that Name, in the 
Wt of rah, its Latitude is leſs than 
ot Marſeilles by two Degrees, the 
Witty is celebrated for the” Arr, the 
y itlelf has too many Beauties here to 
ont, therefore I ſhall draw but this 
eral Survey. Naples has to the Eaſt 
ant ſeven Miles, the Mount Veſuwi— 
Which ſends up perpetually Clouds 
ulphurous Smoke, greatly affecting 

City, when the Wind (its in or near 

Point. To the Wekward, about 
ame Diſtance, is the Ruins of that 

8c1tt2mous City of Baia, which for 

| Gb: its 
l 


* 
5 
0 


Wind is not ſtrongly from thence. T 
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its fine Situation, and healing Air, 
choſen in the politeſt Ages of the Wy 
by the Roman Emperours, for their! 
tirement, tho' diſtant from Kome ney 
Hundred and Fifty Miles. The Rem 
of Nero's Palace are to be ſeen here 
this Day. Near to this City is Pu 
well known for the hot Baths contifi 
ous. Here is Sulphoterra, or many EN 
tions or Volcano's, which {ſmoke as 
Mountain, thereby purging the Air, 
bringing Health to Naples, when 


the City lying between theſe two | 
ſervatives, one would think, ſuffcie 
conſtitutes to its People a well-compe 
ſalutary Body ot Air to feed on. But 
Excellencies of Naples are not con 
here; Nature is more bountiful to 
Place where Virgils Parthenope @ 
ſtood. The Arm of the Sea come: 
forming a Bay, and thruſting itſelt 
beyond the City, which is rais'd 
its Shore, and along which it take 
Length: a ſenſible Riſing gives Bre 
to Naples, fo that the Streets are 35 
raſſes over each other, giving the J 
bitants an Opportunity of Breati1n 
it were, in fo many different Reg! 
Air. In thort, a Confſnence of Nat 
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pureſt Materials, make this City noble 
and glorious. Yet all is loſt, all da- 
ſhed in pieces, by the foul Practice, 
which the Manners of the People 
now living there has introduced, de- 
generate like the reſt of Itah, and too 
many other Places, from all the Princi- 
ples worthy Men. Convents of Fryers 
and Nils, baneful in their Origins, and 
pernicious in their Ends, corrupt the Air 
of Naples more than the flaviſh Lives of 
the People, who can never be perfect- 
ly found, while juſtly called the Neaps- 
litan Eaters of Sallad. The Evil from 
them over-ballances all the Gifts juſt now 
wetalkd of; there are in Naples more 
than Four Hundred Convents interſper- 
{ed through the City, where above Four- 
(core Thouſand are lock'd up to feed 
on maugre Diet ; the Handfuls of pure 


Air now and then blown them, can do 


no more than barely hold Life; for the 
Religious are moſtly in their Rooms, 
which are very ſmall, and have but Spike- 


of Holes of Windows. Beſides, moſt Or- 
ders are prohibited the Wear of Linen, 


Penance being ſtrictly enjoynd to be 


ne performed in Moollen, which retains that 
Foweat and Naſtineſs, that the Recluſes 
a cannot, it they would, be wholeſome 


Com- 
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Company; People not us d to them have 
often been ready to drop down coming 
chrough their long cloſe Galleries ; now 
what muſt the trading and buſy Part of 
the City ſuſſer from this ? for the Steams 
teeming out at the Holes of the Cc. 
fters, muſt mix with the Element, and ſo 
taint and putrify it ; and conſequently, 
every thing it nourithes, in a more or 
leſs Degree, muſt partake of the Corrup- 
tion of its Nature. No Wonder then, 
it Twenty Thouſand periſhed there in 
one Day : And we may conclude, with 
Juſtice, that had it not been for the Sul- 
phurous and bituminous Particles, ſcatte- 
red through the Body of Air, there had 
been the Loſs of as many Thoulands 
more. It may be ſaid, that the Narrow- 
neſs of the Streets help'd to convey the 
Air more ready from Place to Place; but 
this, or the Height of the Houles is no 
Room for the Cauſes being laid there, 
the bad Air muſt firſt be ; then we 
know that narrow Streets are better 
Dues than wider for conveying it, be— 
cauſe they keep off the circumambient 


ure Quality from mixing with, and al- 
j ing the Strength of the corrupted 
Maſs. The few Gallies belonging to 
Naples are plac'd io below, and far trom 
the 
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the City, that they can be of no man- 
ner of Diſſervice. 
= London, upon the Balance, will not 
be found to enjoy ſuch advantageous 
| Circumſtances in many Reſpects relating 
bf to Health, as the Places above- named; 
it has neither the Degrees of Sulphur with 
4 Naples, to purity its Ar, nor pure Ele- 
ment with Mar/eilles or Toulon, to refreſh 
its Inhabitants ; our Air is thick and 
groſs, from the great Reſort of People, 
and from the oreat Slaughter of Cattle, 
which makes ours one of the beſt fed as 
well as moſt populous Cities. It were 
Ito be wiſh'd, it could have more Benefit 
from the Sun; the Winter taking in half 
the Year, which makes the Streets filthy, 
rotwithſtanding the Care of the Magi- 
irate to keep them clean. The River 
can afford us but ſmall Relief, it being 
covered over with Houſes of Wood, and 
made dirty from the Common Serwers, that 
empty themſelves in it. The burning of 
Coals tempers in ſome Meaſure the Arr, 
nd the belt Streets are ſomewhat wider 
han in former Days, and have greater 
\dyantage from the modern Building ; 
ut then there are as many dirty Streets 
nes, and Allevs, as would make a pret- 
large Town, 


* 


The 


gate, and the Fleet; Newgate contif 
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The Priſons are increas'd, and much 
fuller than ever was known in London; 
the Throngs of poor People preſo d into 
them, ſend forth Smells very prejudicial, 
and which the Londoners are much leſs 
able to bear than other Citizens, becauſe 
of that neat and clean Manner of living, 
ſo habitual to them; the niceſt always be- 
ing the ſooneſt offended, Cuſtom prevail- 
ing in this, as in moſt other Caſes. 
ThisCity ſeems to encourage nothing, 
that may lay it open to the Rage of the 
Plague, but Priſons, which ſpread a cor- 
rupted Air all over it ; the Advantage of 
Ground on which they ſtand, and their 
Diſtances from each other, render them 
capable of affecting every Quarter, by 
laying Trains of bad Air along the Streets 
from one to the other, communicating 
thereby the Corruption to every Dwell 
ling ; ſo that if the Streets upon Lada 
Hill, and about St. Paul's Church- yard 
gain from the Aſcent a better Air tha! 
their Neighbours, they are certain of be 


[ 


ing depriv'd of it by the Priſons of Lu! 


1 
il 


nues the bad Air along the Hill to Smith 
field: Wood: jireet and the Poi Cont 
ters bring their Smells to the Places 


greateſt Concourſe, in the Heart of 
Cit) 


— 
n 
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iy the Goals of Clerkempell,and White- 
Wane! are to the chief Gates a Nuſance; 


De King's Bench Priſon, and that Den of 
Rierable, ſtarv'd, helpleſs Creatures, 


1 e Marſhalſea, infects the Borough, with 
s W-:40:-Bridge. That other Kennel of 
ſe Nd Air, Cuſtom's Darling, (which boaſts 
9. reſcription to ſhrine it from Queſtion, 
ve Ind has no Excuſe from being vicious 


ut Antiquity, which gives Sanctuary to 
he deſigning but unlucky Knave, as 
fell as to the induſtrious, though unfor- 
nate honeſt Man) the Mint, prevents 
e Good the Fields joining might bring 
e City, by its Naſtineſs haſtening the 
heath of ſeveral. Nor does We/in:7»/ter, 

ith its Gatehouſe, down in a Marſh, 

ul of acting its Part; the foggy Miſts, 
nd Groal Steams,but ill accommodate the 
ourt End of the Town. Thus we lee 
ilons are fo plac'd, that let the Wind 
tin what Point it will, it can never 
low Good to the people; and if there 
e no Wind ſtirring, that Force by which 
e bad Air is expell'd, is ſufficient to 
perſe it all abroad. 

| ſuppoſe there is no Occaſion for bring- 
g Examples that have been of People's 
Whering by various bad Airs: we have 


me one or other always fainting by the 
Gros 
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Groſsneſs, or other Alterations in the 
Air. Many are delivered by a leaſonz. 
ble Relief from a Change of Air; the 
Story of the Black Aſſizes at Oxford, in 
1577, will be as laſting, as it is extraoy. 
dinary; ſuch a {ad Effect of bad Air hy 
not been heard of: it it is not quite out 
ofthe Way in natural Reaſoning, having af 
full Reierence to the Hand or Providence 
in Judgnient ; I take this Deſtruction ty 
be caus'd by the bad Priſoners; for iti; 
known, that the three Hundred, which 
ſuffered, were killed in Court, being Per 
ſons but juſt before come from a put 
Air; none of the Priſoners perithed at 
the Time, Habit making the Smell n 
tural to them; for the Cuſtom of thoſ 
Times made the Priſons or Dungeon 
under the Place of Tryal, ſo that th 
confind coming to be tried, could no 
have the Benefit of pailing through frel 
Air, thereby to be purged from the 
Filth: and tis not unreaſonable to think 
that a great Number of poor, ſtarvd 
diſeas d, and long-confin d Wretche 
from ſuch a Place, immediately comin 
among People of wholſome and nic 
Conſtitutions, may ſend forth a Stenc 
ſufficient to ſuffocate them, in a Roon 
where the Air could have no free Paſſac 
V 
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bie may deſcry the Power that the 
ihn Steams have over Men from our 
| aily Experience: take an Obſervation, 
Ind you'll fee an immediate Loſs of a 
od Complexion to a Perſon but juſt 
Fut into Goal, which proceeds from the 
l Animal Spirits forſaking the extreme 
rs, and retiring to the Heart for Suc- 
our; the whole vital Powers concen- 
ing their forces to reſiſt the Virulence 
1 invading putrid Matter. Let the 
orious inſpect narrowly, and a greater 
ecay will be diſcovered in the Nature 
ot thoſe living near Priſons, than in that 
berſons dwelling in ſome Streets re- 
Note from them. > Ba 
How to remedy that great Danger 
ne are in from Priſons, ought now to 
ploy every one, who has really his 
Wn, or the Publick's Safety and Hap- | 
Mels at Heart: the Law, for wiſe and 
eihod Ends, in Defence of the wrong'd 
1kW:ocenr, leaves to the People a Power 
0 uſing all regular Methods of righting 
ehen elves, and coming at their own : 
inſt tis too evident, that many abuſe 
us Privilege, intirely perverting the In- 
non of the Law, to the accompliſh- 
"FF their private and ſiniſter Deſig gns; 
12M it is to be heartily wiſh'd, that the 
V H 2 Re- 


— 


ri — — . — — — 
— 2 ů ·˙“052 1 - —— — - 
— — — — — — — — — - 
- o 


— - — 
. 2 
— 
— — => 


4 me _ — 
— _ — — 
> (oo 
. —— 
* * 


ww. 


— 


— 


„ 


— 
—— —_—_ — a -_- 
— — — — 
* 
* 


3 
— 


— — — _ — 
* 0 — . ng nt 


52 eA New Diſcovery of 
Repreſentatives of a free People woy| 
take a Power out of the Hands of Me 
who exerciſe their Truſt with Inſolenc; 
tyrannizing over their Fellow-Subjeg 
and inſulting their Misfortunes, why 
they themſelves generally have the le; 
Share in promoting the Intereſt of t| 
Common-wealth. —_ 

The Numbers that crowd the Mu 
fea, which is the fulleſt of our Priſou 
are moſt of them in, for under T; 
Pounds, and Thouſands fill other B 
ſons, each Debtor's Debt not exceedit 
Twenty Pounds, yet the Penalty is, Co 
finement for Life in Miſery ; put t 
Sentence by the Character of an E, 
bj Man, there is no Congruity ; it 
too ſevere, too cruel and barbarous, f 
that Lover of Liberty, to pronoun 
But, alas! What will not Cuſtom e 
bliſh 2 the Rigour, the Severity, and 
Inhumanity of the Act is forgot and le 
through a too oiten acting; it is 
very long, ſince this baſe Practice 
countenanced ; heretofore it was not 
we had no ſuch Poverty heard of; : 
now there is hope, that the Parliamg 
will look toward the miſerable ; a! 
low-Feeling more touching than e 
ſeems to plead in Behalt of the unhap! 


* 
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ho legal Debtors ; a Cloud of Misfor- 


unes hangs over the whole Nation; 
tory can't furniſh us with more black 
elations from the blackeit Times. Fa- 
jilies of (diſmal hearing) the higheſt De- 
nee reduc d, the Poor are increas d, and 
be Priſons cramm'd ; what ought to be 
ne great Motive to the Houſe's redreſ- 
ng this Grievance, is, that the Buſineſs 
the Nation obliges the Members to 
uke the Town a Place of Reſidence for 
he greateſt Part of tne Year, ſo that 
hey cannot be ſecured from the bad 
ir, which would further Infe&ion-; if 
ſhings were left at Sixes and Sevens, as 
ey undoubtedly muſt, were Parliaments 
ot to fit at proper Times, and in fit Places; 
zarchy would ſoon take Place, and foreign 
nemies Advantage. Many are the Argu- 
tents, which a thinking Man may bring 
or the publick Welfare, in the Relief of 
nable Debtors. This Paper may chance 
0 fall under the Peruſal of a Perſon, 
ho has Sincerity and Ability; who is a 
over of good Actions, and an Aſſertor 
true Liberty. If it does, he will lay 
Je Affair in the apteſt Manner home to 
he Honourable Houle ; which, without 
iſpute, will conſider more nearly the ſe- 
ond Subject, at this preſent Juncture de- 
Z 1 ſerving 
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ſerving Conſideration, from Reaſons he 
fore given, and take ſome Meaſures 4, 
hinder the Subjects tuffering for Life 6 
a trifling Debt, and for the better ſecy 
ring our Health. 

In the mean while, let us enquire, hon 
much the Creditors of thoſe Debtors, « 

ecially of the ſmaller Fry, have to do. 
the Buſineſs. If Benefactors, (for fo muſ 
J call moſt Creditors, ſince they werd 
once ſo held,) would but lay their Hand 
upon their Breaſts, and ask themfelve 
what is it, that their Fellow-Chriltian 
have done, to delerve a Treatment 0 
Miſery from them? what Price they ha 
bought at ſuch a Service ? Upon a Que 
ſtion of this Nature, I am perfivaded, Mei 
would be not only apt to forgive, 
bur alſo ready to teieaſe, when no other 
Way could be found, the diſtreſſed Per. 
ſon, at their own proper Expence. 

It we believe, that the Neceſſity of 
Perſon drives him to ſeek Aſſiſtance, and 
we make it our Daty to give him a hel 
ping Hand, or ſet him forwards in tix 
Word, why thould not the ſame Reaſon 
engage the Continuance of that Compal 
fion, or good Diſpoſition, at leaſt in out 
Minds, to that ſame Perſon ; who, we are 
convinced, has it not in his Power to make 

He 
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etaliation. But if we are impos'd on, 
2 Perſon's repreſenting Things for 
ct, which are not ſo, to make the 
ord think; that his Circumſtances are 
ter than they really are; who have 
e to blame for the Deception, but our- 
ves, who were willing to take all up- 
Hear- ſay, without being at the Pains 
following thoſe Methods, which 
ould diſcover plainly, whether all that 
told us be conſiſtent, or otherwiſe ? 
he Truth of the Matter is, Men are 
Wo credulous, where they have no 
Wounds for their good Opinion, and 
ndent where they have moſt. If a 
on jumps in with our Humour, he 
"Ws us ; this Eaſineſs is but to lay 
ares and Bates for indolent idle Per- 
s, to be catchd by. Men have no 
e Cauſe for giving Credit, or Con- 
ement could not have follow d. Peo- 
in Neceſlity and preſſing Want, will 
n any Way for Support that does not 
eiten preſent Danger; for that Evil, 
Wich one Day may come, they hope 
00tune will turn the Scale before then, 
et them above the World. Thus 
ind it, how unreaſonable ſoever it 
at Mien act ; therefore Perſons, who 
WY open a Gap for ſuch to enter, if Evil 
tollows, 
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follows, are the ſole Authors of tho 
Men's miſeries; for, had there been) 
Temptation, had they no ſuch Retug 
to fly to, Want would have compel! 
them to be induſtrious and trugal; whit 
would do good, not to themſelves onh 
but likewiſe to their Country. 

It we inquire into the Condition: 
the Priſoners in the Marſhalſea, wh 
Debts are Five, Ten, or not exceedin 
Twenty Pounds, we ſhall find, that the 
misfortunes were really brought on tie 
by a real Want, caus d by an unhay 
Education; and if there be ſome. wi 
have ftretch'd ſo far, as to an Extin 
gance in making uſe of their Bene 
&ors ; it will be found to have be 
promoted by the Tally-man or Cre 
tor, who, to make himſelf Eaſy, dilp 
led of his Effects to get a bad Barn 
oft his Hands, greedy of that 'Mu 
which never had Being but in his o 
crude Imagination. 

We lee then, Confinement for L 
proceeds but from a very poor Bey 
ning; a Coat not paid for, or a Score 
a Reckoning not wip'd of, is enoi 
ſometimes to make a man miſerable 
his Life; and while men are in! 
{on, their Racks can have no Allay. 


pro 
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propoſe the civil Ulage of their Keepers, 
is ſaying Nothing; for to make them leſs 
cruel and inhuman, you muſt zee mould 
them ; you muit lay a Rule down, how 
their brutiſn Nature may be chang'd ; 
they are ever induſtrious, how to torture 
the diſtreſſed Priſoners, by Reſtraints and 
Exactions; what Friends and charitable 
People ſend, can do no more than barely 
to detain Lite a little longer to them, for 
Nature ſuffering at every Breath drawn, 
muſt languiſh daily: a very unwelcome 
Life to a great many, who with to be re- 
leaſed by Death from their Bonds: and 
hardly a Week paſſes, but that in the 
Marfhalſea, tour or five have their Wiſh; 
by waſting away, ſpent by breathing a 
putrid Air ; no leſs than thirty Men in 
mall Room, on the Common Side, and 
thoſe who have more Space at Night, 
ze all Day mixt through the others. 
There can be but two Things, which 
can prevail upon a good Man to afflict 
Is Fellow - Creature; he muſt either have 
the doing Juſtice to himſelt or others in 
1ew, or the Good of the Perſon cor- 
rected. As to the firſt, when the Rule 
ous try d, and Nothing is found to come, 
le Wie wileſt and thriftieſt Behaviour worn 
1 | U ez 
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be, to ſet the Perſon free, and at Liber- 
ty; which, in all Probability, would 
bring in ſomething or other; ſuch high 
Obligations commonly enforcing Ac- 
Enowledgements. As to the other, Ex- 
perience will tell us, that looſe Livers 
confin'd, and in each other's Company, 
make Laws of Wickedneſs to put away 
Care and Sorrow ; Deſpair, for the moſt 
Part, driving Men to all practicable Vi— 
ces. Whoever would be at the Pains of 
going tlirough the Priſons, ſhould be con- 
vinced very ſpeedily, that they are no 
Places for Reformation, by Precept or 
Example. 

Some there are, I am certain, whoſe 
good Offices have been abuſed, and who 
have met with aggravating Provocations 
from ungrateful Perſons, whom they have 
ſerv'd in Neceſſity; their Reſentments 
are always by the way of Precedent; 
they puniſh the unworthy, that others 
may fear to trample on good Nature and 
mild dealing. But there is all Room to 
think, that Perſons who give ſuch Rea- 
ſons for their procedure, will not be 
wanting in any thing, which may be of u- 
niverſal Service; for as a Kegard to Dutyſl, 
led them to confine tlioſe, who had highly Pp 
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injur'd them; ſo, no Queſtion, but they 
will ſet them at Liberty, when a greater 
Duty appears to demand it. And Free- 
dom to Men of ſuch baſe Principles, in 
Poverty, will bring on them the Con- 
tempt of all good Men, which will be 
puniſhment great enough. 

The Nobility and Gentry cannot be 
thought unactive at this mighty Juncture ; 
they certainly will be for promoting, with 
utmoſt Efforts, every worthy Affair; 
their Education being no other, but a 
knowledge of the veſt Rules of doing 
good to all Men: But this Relief is not 
o properly their Buſineſs, now there are 
min'd Families enough in every Netgh- 
bourhood, who'e periſhing Conditions 
ave a more juſt Right to their Patronage. 
here is no other Way for the Re- 
emption of craving Debtors, but the 
reditor's Mercy ; they who put them 
„ or none, are like to take them ont : 
know there are, wl:o, with all their 
earts, would be willing to loſe the Prin- 
pal, but think it would be too hard up- 
1them,to be at the additional Charge of 
ying the Fees of the Priſon. But is there 
be found any other Way 2 can any 
Wing elſe be done for them? is there any 
lng more prazſe-worthy 2 can mug 

12 e 
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be laid out on a better, or more generous 
Action, than letting the oppreſſed g 
free Im apt to think, the Hurdſhip 
paying CHs to a great many would not 
ſhew ſo very great, if they think on what 
has been ſaid, and reflect, that they them. 
ſelves procured ſuch unneceſſary Experce 
by their raſh and inconſiderate Proceed. 
ings. 

If, in Cafe we were in the ſame Cond: 
tion that Marſeilles was in the other D 
and Ioulon, and other neighbouring Pla: 
ces are 1n at preſent, we readily would 
embrace all Opportunities of doing good! 
we would catch at any Thing which pro 
bably might aflwage, or turn away th" 
Face of Deſolation from the People. OW« 
ther Cities have not in their power ti 
Means of Remedy; Lyndon can be oH. 
fate when it will; Religiom calls Mult 

udes of Idlers together in Traly an); 
France, who are only ſo many deaÞ"s 
Weights to the Common-wealth, an * 
grievous to be endured. Ihe Popiſb ute 
ties cannot be made wholſome, till Circ 
vents are thrown down, or they whO li 
in them diſlodg*d,which can't be brouę Mi: 
about as yet, tho Endeavours are pretiſ 
ſucceſsful. The Deſign of the Priſons 
London, is to make Liberty more am 


po 
"79 


% Nature of the PLAGUE. 61 


4 ſecure, by chaſtifing Idleri, for being 
, and not to plant Slavery, by obli- 
g and encouraging Men to be idle. 
As for thoſe Criminals, who, for the 
ety and Quiet of honeſt Dwellers, are 
t away to the Plantations, it is to be 
fired, that a Place was built down 
River, to tow them in, till the Num- 
r is made up, intended to be ſhipt off; 
their being in Newgate, is no {mall 
judice to the Health of the City. 
e Puniſhment of theſe Villains is juſt, 
d brings good to the Publick, and to 
mſelves ; it reforms ſome, and ſaves 


i, and deſtroys the Nurſeries of Of- 
ders; it gives Hands to the Planta- 
„ returning Goods to the Merchants, 
which we all partake. 
be Circumſtances of England, at this 
„ ule a very emphatical and powerful 
1guage, to perſwade its People to Du- 
the unſeaſonable Warmth of the paſt 
Witer has had ill Conſequences, which 
Froſt following has not repair'd; and 
W'raliſts have oblerv'd great Revolu- 
in the Seaſons of late Years, In the 
MM Yorld we have found, to our 
Mi, wonderful Alterations ; the Tran— 
rs and Exceſs of Hope and Joy; _ 
li then 


ny from the Crallows ; it breaks the 


then upon them, the Extremes of D- 
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ction, apparent in all Ranks and |) 
grees; the Run of Pleaſures fathion;}| 
which the Calamities moſt moving d 
not put a Stop to: an Infatuation too 
ſible has poſſeſs d the Generality, x 
ſtupid Inſenſibility has feized ny 
though the deſtroying Angel is out,: 
making his Way towards us, Our (; 
is deſperate ; Religion, that holy Kno 
ledge, is deſpis'd, and a Free-t11n:insM 
found in moſt Societies, which retules 
gular Worſhip to the Maker of all ; fü 
an Ingratitude as joyns to the Sin of 
Man the Inſenſibility of a Beaſt. This isq 
Hiſtory,and this is our Ignominy and} 
proach ; we may agree very well then 
laying, that never was a People m 
open to the Plague, tnan we are att 
Day: Wherefore, let me conjure 50 
whoever you be that read this Pap 
to look into yourſelf, and conſult, | 
far it is in your Power, at preſent, to 
good in a publick or private Stati 
your own, with your Nation's Happine 
is at Stake; the Circumſtances admit 
no Delay, tis a Crime to be doing 
thing. Whatever be the principle 
Action in a Man, whether he be gui 
by Religious, Moral, or Naitnral Al 
whether the Love of ourlelves, 

| Net 


phbour, Or all Mankind, engage us; 
oncur, all are unanimous in aſſenting 
heReaſonableneſs and Juſtice of what 


er to grant and perform, and which 
be found the moſt infallible Reme- 
gainſt the Plague. 

ho could endure to ſee his Brother 
he greateſt Agonies for Want of Aſ- 
rce, and yet, at the ſame time con- 
d, that the ſtretching out of a Hand 
d give him Eaſe, without hurting 
Conlolator ? Tis inexpreſſible, Ima- 
tion 15 loſt, when one would attempt 
eiving an Image of the Pain and 
uin which a perſon is in, ſeized by 
ſt Degree of the Plague; the Sight 
ocking, and not to be endur'd ; the 
diſtorted, the Eyes ſtaring, all the 
working, and every Faculty of the 
loſt ; nothing remaining with the 
, but a Senſe of Pain; milerable 
acle, enough to make the moſt un- 


d the Plaguc's Stay with us have a 

ortion to its Violence, the Kingdoms 

Id ſoon be waſte. But Thanks be 

od, it has not, he not willingly af 

ug the Children of Men. 

Time of this Nature, there 1s no- 
* thing 


Nature of the P acux. 63 


xe deſired of you, and now in your 


ting ſhudder with Horror. And 
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thing can make a reaſonable Man bold 
couragious, but a Heart conſcious of 
own Sincerity: when a Man can upbr 
himſelf with the Neglect of no Seri 
which might have moderated or kept 
the Evil ; "when he is poſitively afſun 
that he has no Hand in the Deſtrugj 
of the Thouſands falling on all Sides 
him; ſuch a Knowledge, and only fu 
can remove the Dread of the impendi 
Cloud; ſuch Virtue can only ſettle q 
compoſe us in that Confuſion, which 
ways accompanies ſo direful and black 
Scene. 

Toa Chriſtian, the ſmalleſt Portia 
the New Teſtament i is more enjoyni 
than any thing in Man's Power to iy; 
ſurpaſſes tranſcendently all Argument 
invite and engage to the purſuit of 
virtuons and gallant Undertaking : 
in this great T "ruth, the Encourageme 
are mighty extenſive. We are told} 
the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. ch. a. v. 8: abo 
Things to have fervent Charity am 
ourſelves ; tor, ſays he, Charity wil 
Ver a Mrltitude of Sins; and conſeque 
ly, the Judgments which are {ent for! 
puniſhment of Sin, muſt be averted# 
hid likewiſe. Which G o Þ of his 


oy grant. ET; 
; FINIS 
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